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THE TEXT

1. My name is Alice Maynard and here is my story.

When I left university, most people weren't bothered by the fact that disabled people often couldn't
find jobs. Anti-discrimination legislation relating to disability was only introduced in 1996. But I mana-
ged to find employment as a computer programmer and worked my way up. After 10 years, I did an MBA
— a business qualification — but then I couldn't get work because of the recession in the early 1990s. 1 got
so frustrated at being beaten by people who were less qualified than me. One company turned me down,
saying their building wasn't suitable for someone in a wheelchair. But when the person they appointed
didn't work out, they came back to me. I was broke but I didn't take the job. The building hadn't changed,
so what suddenly made it suitable ?

2. Eventually, I set up a business with my sister Sue, a solicitor who also used a wheelchair. I had
four good years before moving back into the commercial sector. Then I saw the Railtrack job advertised,
went for it and here I am. My role at Railtrack is to change the service and people's attitudes so that it is
easier for disabled people to use trains. As a wheelchair user, I understand how it feels to be abandoned
on the platform.

3. Nowadays people are less likely to discriminate unthinkingly, but it still happens, although it can
be difficult to pinpoint because no one wants to be seen to be prejudiced. They prefer to point out poten-

tial problems, saying such things as " Where are you going to park " ?, and " We have heavy doors here ".

4. 1 don't think there's anything special about me, but I hope I'm making life easier for disabled
people. I think as public places become more accessible for disabled people over the next 20 years, the
definition of " normal " will be broadened to include us as equals in society.
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I - READING COMPREHENSION (12 points)

1 - Which of the 3 following questions is Alice answering in the text ? Tick the correct alternative.

(1 point)

O How did you become a handicapped person ?
O How has your handicap affected your life ?
O What advice would you give to disabled people ?

2 - Read the following statements about Alice then reorder them according to the sequence of events
in the text. Write the appropriate number from 1 to 6 in front of each statement. (3 points)
........ Alice started a family business.

........ Alice left university.

........ Alice found a job with Railtrack.

........ Alice was refused a job because she was handicapped.
........ Alice got a second degree.

........ Alice was offered a job but she turned it down.

3. Pick out details from the text showing that the following statements are false.
Focus on the paragraph indicated in brackets. (3 points)
a)  Alice is not a proud person. (paragraph 1)
b)  Alice is the only handicapped person in her family. (paragraph 2)

¢) According to Alice, people nowadays treat the handicapped as normal people. (paragraph 3)

4. Complete the following sentences with reference to paragraph 1 (2 points)

The company claimed that Alice could not be recruited because ...............ccoociiiiiiiiiiii

5. Find in the text words or phrases meaning nearly the same as. (1,5 points)

a) improved gradually (paragraph 1) = .......cccooiiiiiiii e
b) established, created (paragraph 2) = ..o
¢) tofind or define exactly (paragraph 3) = .........cccooiiiioiiie e

6. What do the words underlined in the text refer to (1,5 points)

a) it (paragraph 2) refers T .o
b)  they (paragraph 3) TEIETS 1O . ...oooiiiiiii et
c)  us (paragraph 4) 1efers 10 . ....oooi i e



